
WELCOME TO THE 2020 FRPA CONFERENCE!



USING CAMP PROGRAMMING TO BEAT THE 
SUMMER SLIDE



 Define “summer slide” and recognize the effect of it on 
school-aged children, especially those in low-income 
families.

 Identify at least three strategies to encourage academic 
growth in recreational activities and camp settings.

 Leave this presentation with resources that will provide at 
least five examples of easy, fun activities to promote 
learning without teaching a formal “lesson.”



 Learning loss over the summer
 Most research focused on literacy
 Math Skills also affected
 Can result in up to a year of lost academic gains



 Younger students
 Children not exposed to reading as a part of their daily lives
 Children from low socioeconomic status (Low-SES)



 Most research is limited to school-based summer literacy 
programs.

 Limited research into library- and camp-based programs.
 Existing data has many methodological issues.
 However, the data shows that library- and camp-based 

programs do work!



 Let’s start with what does not work:
 Reading with no follow-up.
 Materials that are not appropriate to the camper’s 

current learning levels.
 Handing out worksheets and hoping for the best.
 Typical “class.” Camp is supposed to be fun!



 Evaluate your connections
 Utilize other departments and agencies in your 

communities.
 Partner with your professional organizations, who provide 

research-based, engaging curriculum.
 Use FRPA eConnect to seek out ideas!
 Seek out teachers and school leaders in your community 

(they make excellent camp counselors and supervisors!).



 You can promote learning (and FUN!) by choosing themes 
for your camp weeks. 

 Examples:
 Space (astronomy, engineering)
 Animals (biology, ecology)
 Art (history, art appreciation)
 Community (civics/social studies, community engagement)
 Sports (history, physics, geometry)
 Travel (geography, history, math)



 English/Language Arts
 Mathematics
 Science
 Social Studies



 ELA activities should be interactive and fun.
 Purchase books or partner with your library to visit regularly 

and bring new books.
 Allow students to choose books that match their interest.
 Use your judgment on books that may be too easy/difficult.
 Ask questions!

 Who, what, where, when, why, how?
 Students can read together – reading buddies.
 Reading Activity





 Utilize a summer reading program to encourage 
participation and motivate campers.

 Campers can set goals for reading time, number of books 
read, or number of pages read.

 Design your own program.
 Utilize your library’s existing program.
 Utilize a program from a local bookseller.
 Or, complete a combination of these!



Reader Zone
• Allows you to create a 

custom reading 
program. 

• Free Account – Limits 
Apply

• Each camper must sign 
up using an email 
address.



Library Reading Programs
• Your library may already have a 

summer reading program!
• Typically open to all kids in the 

community.
• Track using the library’s system. 

You can assist with this or parents 
can help at home.

• Libraries often offer prizes (books, 
trinkets, “brag tags,” etc.

• Libraries often offer summer 
reading lists that you can use to 
create goals.



Barnes and Noble
• Work with your campers to 

complete Barnes and Noble’s 
FREE Summer Reading Program!

• Their parents can help them 
submit completed reading logs for 
a free book.



Books-A-Million
• Campers can read four books and 

receive a free prize! This year, it 
was a Dog Man baseball cap.



Chuck E. Cheese
• Read every day for two weeks and 

win ten free tokens.



Reading with the Rays
• For those who live in communities 

served by Suncoast Credit Union.
• Complete a “Home Run” and win 

two free tickets to a Rays game!



 Math activities should be interactive and fun.
 Computation vs. Reasoning
 Flash Cards
 Math Games
 Geometry Activities
 Counting
 Word Problems



 This is one area where repetition is useful.
 Use playing cards for math games:

 Salute
 War
 Pick Three
 Target Number



 Math-Aids.com



 Many of our recreation centers are in/around parks. This is a 
great opportunity to utilize your surroundings!
 NRPA’s Wildlife Explorers Program
 Bring in ELA by using signage and placards around your 

parks
 Bring in Math by finding geometry around your parks

 Search for animal habitats
 Monitor changes in plants or wooded spaces throughout the 

summer





Mississippi River State Park
Arkansas State Parks







 NRPA Wildlife Explorers Program



 NRPA Wildlife Explorers Program
 Sample Activity



 Check your library for Discovery Kits!



 Build a Makerspace

https://www.instructables.com/id/Create-a-Maker-Space-for-Kids/

https://www.instructables.com/id/Create-a-Maker-Space-for-Kids/


 Connect with the other departments in your agency to come 
speak to your groups (Civics)

 Create large maps of your city/state/country as a group 
(Geography)

 Invite your local historical society to introduce your campers 
to the history of your area. Was your town/park named after 
somebody? Where are some of the historical sites in town? 
(Field trip idea!)



 readworks.org



 coloringsquared.com



 NASA Stem @ Home



 NASA Stem @ Home



 Focus on what your campers are interested in
 This is a great time to bring in more Science/Social Studies
 Wait… you are making us learn?
 Reward your students for participating – use FREE programs 

to keep costs down
 Use your connections! Schools have steered away from 

guest speakers – instructional time is limited! This is the 
perfect opportunity to give our campers those experiences.





James Foster
Charlotte County Community Services
941-681-3742
james.foster@charlottecountyfl.gov



FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE FLORIDA RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION VISIT FRPA.ORG


