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N84S Ball Field Maintenance & Inspections

PARKS & RECREATION Presented by: George LaCosta, Director Parks Operations Division
Dirck Aumiller, Parks Supervisor — North Central




Agenda

= Ball Field Maintenance
= |ntroduction
= Pre-Season Maintenance
= [n-Season Maintenance
= Pre-Game Field Maintenance
= In-Game Field Maintenance
= Post-Game Field Maintenance
= Rainout Procedures
= Post-Season Maintenance

= Ball Field Inspection
= Pre-Inspection Checklist
= During Inspection
= Post Inspection



Pre-Season Maintenance

/7

** Cleaning and disinfecting

** Mowing and edging

/

“* Aeration and topdressing




In-Season Maintenance

/

“* Mowing and edging

\/

** Repair turf damage

‘0

+ Aeration and fertilization

\/

“* lrrigation

‘0

w  Pest control




Pre-Game Field Maintenance

/

“* Remove any debris, such as rocks, sticks, and garbage

L/

*»» Check the field for any divots, holes, or raised areas

/

«* Rake infield clay to level it out

\/

*»» Use a blower to clean areas surrounding fields

/

“» Water the clay / field surfaces if needed



In-Game Field Maintenance

/

** Repair any divots, holes, or raised areas

L/

*** Replace and tamp clay at home plate

‘0

»  Rake and tamp the pitcher's mound and mound area

L/

“* Check, clean and tamp clay at each base as necessary




Post-Game Field Maintenance

Replenish any areas that need water
Remove dirt from the base paths and home plate
Drag the infield to smooth out and level the clay

Maintain foul lines and base paths




Rainout Procedures

+ Field Inspections
** Temporary closures
«* Water removal and in field surface repair

** Permanent closures




Post-Season Maintenance

/

*» Repair turf damage / renovate

** OQverseed

/

*» Add organic matter / top-dress §




Pre-Inspection Checklist

Equipment Field Conditions
v Bases v" Levelness
Y Pitching rubber v" Turf condition
v" Home plate
v" Infield condition
v" Foul lines / poles
/ Backstop v" Outfield condition
v Dugouts v" Clay condition
v" Scoreboard
v" Fencing



During the Inspection

Routine Field Maintenance List
/ H Safery Inspection

** Documentation R
* Remove large stones in the skinned arees and base paths and furf.

heads acted.
AL divotholes orwashorts st berepired fled immediatel:
mtuf
mm dm)ged Jencing,
Repanteplace loose demaged base anhies

Address anything else vou see that might pose 2 danzer to plavers.
‘Cap unnsed base anchars.

cooooooo0

** Measurements

Tufield Maintenguce
ve bases, clean base anchors, inspect pitchers rubbers, home plates, bases, and base
anvbors o daase.
* 2. Water the clay it does not stick together when a handful is picked up

PSS 3. Draz the field slowly o the outside in using the machines ralces andor leveling bar,
o a e C e C Stemating stopping 4 Hapting points GaLy wiile avin st one oot ey fom the
edge ofthe clay and makms sure all holes are illed
4. Hand rake home plate, pitchers rubber and base arezs so the base is level with the clay
surfuce, adding clay if necessary.
5. Tamp home plate and pitching areas wnti the clay is compact
& Reglace the bses [Pbses e ot e, rssore the base spainand sedvel the aen. Do
ot rake clay under the base to rase it
7. Make zure all velve boxes, base anchars, and pitching stations are & minimum of 3
inches below the clay surface. Unused base and pitching anchors shall be plugged.
8. Mat crag can be used to staooth the playing surface.

As Needed

« Clean dugouts and empty garbage cans

* Fill low apots or re-grade field.

* Move clay 2way fom dugouts to 17 below the surface of the dugout floor. Clay surface should
never be higher than the duzout foor.

< Remove andy clay s eplce vih good clay aound e plt, it aees i bases

s Remove lips usmg hose, rake, o3

* Remove excess water inthe case ummmhnz care ot to push clay into the adiacent turf
grase.

* To recabluh propr el dimesions, mesnre th infield s base pth widh, and

the pitchers mourd and home olate circle. Edze srass to these imens;
« Rollimel:

l’ndlcr an\md Batter's Box and Catcher's Box Repair
22in by removing sandy material ot of the wom areas 2nd adding new clay
2 \\ “ater the entive pitcher, batter, and catcher areat as needed.
3. Install new clay where needed and level
4. Temp these materials until firm.
5. Once fimy, lishtly moisten the area azain

Special Circumstances
+ TWhen the fields are ton wet o drag
© Remove standing water waith broom, squeesee. hose or hand pum.
© Your lastresort i to-use 2 absorbent such, 2 Dizzmond Dry.
+ TWhen using 2n absorbent be sure torak it n, soaling up the wet areas.




Post Inspection

Palm Beach County Parks & Recreation Department

% Report preparation TR

ATHLETIC FACILITY:

Circle or eheck the menth for which this inspection = Uz
anres e B

wnal e s ou ner  be

INSTRUCTIONS: Cirele the mumber of any problem arez(s) and describs below. Check: box at right ifthe.

N¢ H H ek 1 IOl U et i one s s eaied D b 158 o cah moni
** Maintenance recommendations -

Tripping hazards, £ 2. roots, rocks or other environmental obstacles.
Exposed or protruding comer on homeplate, pitehing rubber or bases.

oS

2
3. Broken, cracked or otherwise deteriorated homeplate, pitching rubber, bases or anchors. 3
4. Base anchors minimum depth 3” below finished grade. 4
5. 5" mimimum between pitching rubbers and bases (front to back) 5
6. Holes or divots on or around plaving areas. 6
7. Unevenly spread clay or dirt. bl
§. Loose o soft cley near homeplate, ptching rubber o bases. 8
8. Crowns or elevations in cley around homeplate, pitching rubber o bases. 9

ooooooooo

11 Imigation problems, £ broken heads, time clock etc ug
12, Weeds/exotic vezetation slong fence lines, back stops or in the field. 2o
13. Turf disease and insects {check problem noted below)

O Fungus O Brown patches O Fire ants OJMole Crickets 0 Gruby/Sod Webworms 0 Other

DESCRIPTICN OF PROBLEME

ACTION TAREN:

|5
g
l

FENCES, DUGOUTS, BLEACHERS AND OTHER AMENITIES
1. Vandalism (broken glass, trash, etc)

Splintered, cracked or otherwise deteriorated nood or metal

Holes or breaks in fencing

Exposed or protrading fencing Z2bric 2t the top or base of fence.
Accessible sharp edges or pouts.

Footings expossd, cracked, loose in the ground.

Protruding bolt ends.

R

s
ooooooo

DESCRIPTICN OF PROBLEME

ACTION TAREN:

Safety Check Completed by
PEDTNAME SIGNAUTEE DATE CONPLETED

Original copy to Parks Resource Superintendent and onc copy for District file




Conclusion/Wrap Up

“*Questions / Comments




THANK YOU
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