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Welcome to the 2021 

FRPA Conference!

August 30 -September 2

Parks Helping to Build 

Resilient Communities 

Heather Tedlow, Interpretive Nature Coordinator

Miami Dade County Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces

Miami EcoAdventures
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Learning objectives
1. Outline the critical role parks play in helping 

rebuild communities is emergency situations.

2. Summarize the effects of climate change on your 

community.

3. Describe how natural areas play a role in

combating the negative effects of climate change

and how conserving green spaces keeps 

communities safe and resilient.

What does the word resilient 

mean to you?
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Parks Help Rebuild Communities in Times of Emergency

Covid -19:

ÅMental and Physical Health

ÅCOVID Testing Sites

ÅFood Distribution Sites

ÅVaccination Sites

Parks Help Rebuild Communities in Times of Emergency

Extreme Weather Events - On the Front -Line:
Å Distribution site for emergency supplies for the community.
Å Staging and deployment area for emergency v ehicles and personnel.

Å Parks are one of the first areas to open after the storm to help prov ide child care. 
Å Park employees are distributed to help at ev acuation shelters and call centers.

Å Parks employees help the police with public safety after a storm by directing 
traffic while traffic lights are out.
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Threat of Extreme Weather Events will Increase Due to the Climate Crisis

Parks Help prov ide solutions for

climate risks and help to

mitigate the effects of climate

change.  We help keep the 

communities we serve more

resilient.                                                               

Why Discussing Climate Change is Important to Me

King Tide Ev ent at Crandon 

Marina, Miami, FL
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What is Climate Change?

Å 97% of actively publishing climate scientists 
agree that global w arming trends ARE
happening and EXTREM ELY LIKELY due to 
human activity

Å Industrialization of our civilization Ą burning of 
fossil fuelsĄ excess carbon diox ide (CO2)

Å 80% of carbon emissions comes from the 
burning of fossil fuels: coal, oil, and gas.  81% of 
the energy used in the US comes from fossil fuels.  
Carbon Diox ide is main greenhouse gas that is 
driving climate change.

Why is this happening?
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Whatõs the Issue?

THE EARTH IS GETTING HOTTER!

Å The last 5 years hav e been the hottest 

on record, leading to serious impacts to 
our planet .

Å The main driv er of the climate crisis is 

carbon dioxide.

Green House Gas Effect
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Historical Carbon Dioxide Levels

Impacts of Climate Change the Planet


