


Community Building 
through Park Planning 

& Design



Steve Lackey
Director of Parks and Recreation
Steve.Lackey@kissimmee.gov

Mike Brown
Landscape Architect

michael.brown@aecom.com

Speakers



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1.   Recognize the importance of 
connected green spaces
2.  Identify the economic benefit of 
public parks 
3.  Understand how programming 
events and park design are associated.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

2. Economic benefit of public parks



Park System Benefit provided to People

Ref. MetroParksTacoma.org/Conservation



Ref. MetroParksTacoma.org/Conservation

HEALTHY PARKS CREATE HEALTHY COMMUNITIES



Ref. NRPA

Impact and Rank of Local Park and Recreation Agency Spending on State Economics



KISSIMMEE LAKEFRONT PARK



PARK AREA DEVELOPMENT

1880s/1890s Disston Era 1960s – 1980s Disney Era

PATTERNS OF GROWTH

Dredging to the Everglades
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Benefits to Date 
• Estimated 500,000 visitors annually
• Monthly Festivals: Movie in the park attract 2,000 – 10,000 per event
• Improved lake habitat and water quality, storm water treatment
• Increased downtown activity – Cooperative Ventures w/ Kissimmee Main Street: 

Farmers Market, Food Truck Rodeo
• $65 million new planned development
• $17 million investment from the Kissimmee Utility Authority (KUA)
• Increase in property values throughout downtown 
• New direct and indirect employment: two food concessions operating within park
• Fee-based venues booked 3month-1year in advance:  pavilions, wedding lawn, events 

space, community house
• The addition of a public parking garage with 381 free spaces at the cost of $9 million. 
• New Sun Rail Station – 3rd largest ridership of 16 stations
• Parking garage with 400 spaces.
• The Mosaic project, 10 acres over 2 parcels. With 288 apartments currently under 

construction, 15ksf of commercial & future townhomes
• Mosaic development will eventually generate 1,500 to 1,600 new full-time residents 

in downtown.

Awards 
• 2017 - Florida Chapter ASLA – Award of Excellence
• 2014 - Florida Stormwater Association - Award of Excellence  
• 2013 - Palm Beach Chapter AIA – Award of Excellence
• 2013 - Central Florida Eagle Award – Award of Excellence

PUBLIC INVESTMENT PROMOTES PRIVATE  DEVELOPMENT



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

3.  Understand how programming 
events and park design are 
associated.



Public Comments:
o Retain green space and natural beauty
o Connect downtown and the Lakefront
o Make park more secure: deter panhandlers and homeless
o Preserve the view of Lake Toho
o Improve park use: both daily and during special events
o Non-park development, such as residential and commercial should 

occur in the City owned land adjacent to Lakefront Park 

Goals:
o Create a vibrant waterfront that reconnects with downtown
o Revitalize open space and recreational elements 
o Redevelop adjacent land to attract new development to lake side

KISSIMMEE LAKEFRONT PARK MASTER PLAN

BEFORE AFTERDELIVERING THE WISHES OF THE PUBLIC



PARK AMENITIES

oBataan-Corregidor 
Memorial

oFishing Pier
oMarina & Bait Shop
oFishing Tournament Area

o2 Large Event Lawn Areas
o15 Pavilions. Grills, Power & 

Water
oConcession Pavilion
o2 Playgrounds

oChildren’s Splash Pad
oLarge Plaza & Pier
oSpecialty Lighting
oWedding Lawn & 

Community House

oPlanted Stormwater Basins
oBoardwalks
o Interpretive Signage
oMovable furniture













EVENTS – Movie in the Park































LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1.   Recognize the importance of 
connected green spaces
2.  Identify the economic benefit of 
public parks 
3.  Understand how programming 
events and park design are associated.



Q & A



For more information 
about the 
Florida Recreation and 
Park Association 
visit frpa.org

Thank You!

Steve Lackey
Mike Brown


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78

