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HISTORIC OR HISTORICAL?



What Makes a Property 

HistoricAL?

To be considered "historicAL," a property 

must have three essential attributes:

1. sufficient age

2. a relatively high degree of physical 

integrity

3. historical significance.



A property must be "old enough" to be considered 

historicAL. Generally speaking, this means that a 

property must be at least 50 years old, although 

this is just a general rule of thumb. Another way 

of looking at it is that a property must be old 

enough to have been studied by historians, 

architectural historians, or archaeologists so 

that its place in history is clear. This latter 

perspective allows some types of properties that 

are less than 50 years old to be considered 

"historicAL."

AGE



In addition to having sufficient age, a property must 

retain its historicAL physical integrity. For a building, 

structure, landscape feature, historicAL site, or historicAL 

district, this means that the property must be relatively 

unchanged. Its essential character-defining features 

relative to its significance must still be present. For an 

archaeological site, integrity means that the site must be 

relatively undisturbed, with its patterns and layers of 

artifacts and other archaeological evidence relatively 

intact. For a traditional cultural property, integrity 

means that the site must be recognizable to today's 

affiliated cultural group, evidenced through tradition, 

and still used or revered in some way.

INTEGRITY



Finally, and most importantly, a property must be 

significant to be considered historic. Significance is defined 

in three ways: 

(1) through direct association with individuals, events, 

activities, or developments that shaped our history or 

that reflect important aspects of our history; 

(2) by embodying the distinctive physical and spatial 

characteristics of an architectural style or type of 

building, structure, landscape, or planned environment, 

or a method of construction, or by embodying high 

artistic values or fine craftsmanship; or 

(3) by having the potential to yield information important 

to our understanding of the past through 

archaeological, architectural, or other physical 

investigation and analysis

SIGNIFICANCE



Freeman Tilden
(August 22, 1883 –
May 13, 1980) is 
known as the Father 
of Heritage 
Interpretation and 
lived to be 97 years 
old. Tilden was the 
first author to ever 
provide a definition 
for the field of 
interpretation: 



1) "The chief aim of Interpretation is not 
instruction, but provocation.“

Much of the interpretation we come across tends 

to be presented as sterile specification, a factual 

report or an academic account of the subject 

matter. The role of interpretation is to provoke the 

audience to interact, to think and to react to the 

presentation. Good interpretation asks 

provocative questions.



2) "Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being 
displayed or described to something within the personality or 
experience of the visitor will be sterile.“

This includes tangibles, intangibles as well as universal concepts. Talk 
to your visitors before a program and relate your program to them 
using information you may have gained from your conversation with 
them – their interests, knowledge of the sites history, habitat, culture, 
art, etc. Take people’s recreation interests and make them interpretive 
(e.g. interpretation by bike, having an “interpretive” fishing clinic or 
boating safety program.



3) "Information does not equal interpretation, but all 
interpretation contains information."

4) "Interpretation is an art which combines many 
arts regardless of subject material. Any art is to 
some degree teachable."
You might use acting, puppets, artwork, photos, 

props, storytelling or other artistic skills in 

developing your interpretive program or service.



5) "Interpretation should aim to present a whole 
rather than a part.“

A critical aspect of successful interpretive 

planning is the development of themes. In general, 

all interpretation should illustrate one main 

interpretive theme. These can be supported by 

program themes and sub-themes.



6) "Interpretation for children must be designed 
specifically for children, and not simply a dilution 
of programs and information for adults.“

Interpretive programs for children need to have 

fun, hands-on, and edutainment with a clear theme 

or purpose in mind. Analogies and examples need 

to be geared for children as well.



QUESTIONS?

COMMENTS?

FUN FACTS OF 

YOUR OWN?

It Starts in Parks!
Randolph Ferris
Natural Resources Superintendent
Camp Chowenwaw County Park
1517 Ball Road
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
C: (904).325.4517
www.letsplayclay.com
Randolph.Ferris@claycountygov.com

http://www.letsplayclay.com/
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