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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Design park spaces to multi-task for 
maximum benefit environmentally, socially, 
and economically. 

2. Understand the importance of Parks as    
    Green Infrastructure to address Community  
    Resilience.

3. Designing parks to adapt to inland flooding  
    and storm surge.



Schedule
9:15-10:00 Course Content
10:00-10:15 Q & A

• Introduction
• Case Study One: Solary Park
• Case Study Two: Crest Lake Park
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re·sil·ience
/rəˈzilēəns/
noun

1. the capacity to withstand or to recover quickly from 
difficulties; toughness.
"the remarkable resilience of so many institutions"

2. the ability of a substance or object to spring back into shape; 
elasticity. 
"nylon is excellent in wearability and resilience"



Environmentally

Socially

Economically



Crest Lake Park

Environmentally
 Closed Basin Capturing Runoff 
 from Neighborhood

Socially
 Gateway Park of Clearwater

Economically
 BP Oil Spill Settlement
 $6.5 M / 39 Acre Park
 CMAR

Solary Park

Environmentally
 Sweetwater Creek Flow Way

Socially
 Hub for Cross Seminole Trail,
 Center of Future Uptown Oviedo

Economically
 Catalyst for Future Mixed 
 Use Development



Credit: University of Arkansas Community Design Center
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Credit: University of Arkansas Community Design Center



Publix at Hamlin, Winter Garden, FL



Lakewalk at Hamlin, Winter Garden, FL



Starkey Ranch, Pasco County, FL



The Landings, Jacksonville, FL



Coastal Oaks Preserve, Vero Beach, FL
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Solary Park
Oviedo, Florida

• Collaborative effort between Parks and Public Works with close 
cooperation with FDOT and Cross Seminole Trail (funding)

• 9-acre park with $5M Budget, which included $1M for arsenic 
remediation

• Built on City staff ’s idea of combining FDOT required 
stormwater and city’s need for stormwater as a catalyst for 
future development

• Led to urban redevelopment plan for Uptown Oviedo

• Collaborated with engineering team to balance capacity and 
treatment in a dynamic manner

• Won Florida Stormwater Association Award for Stormwater 
Excellence



Solary Park
Oviedo, Florida

City of Oviedo

Collaborators:
Dix.Hite + Partners
Bentley Architects
VHB
DRMP
CEPRA Landscape
Beeman’s Nursery

Jordan Construction & Development
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Crest Lake Park Restoration
Clearwater, Florida

• Joined the Project following the Master Planning process 

• Worked with the City to evaluate the process to date and 
challenges/expectations associated with the budget

• Funded by BP oil spill settlement –
 $6.5 Million Budget / 39 Acre Park!

• Incorporated LID strategies to treat stormwater coming to the 
Lake from the surrounding communities

• Collaborated with City on RFP/Interview process for 
Construction Manager at Risk

• Collaborated with City and CMAR to provide a showcase park, 
built on budget and on time



Crest Lake Park Restoration
Clearwater, Florida

City of Clearwater

Collaborators:
Dix.Hite + Partners
Kimley-Horn
Florida Design Consultants
Exum & Associates
KPI Engineering
Freeport Fountains
Pro Turf Irrigation
Leesburg Concrete

Wharton Smith Construction
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40Crest lake Park, Clearwater, FL
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WHITFIELD PARK
3.1 ACRES | $1.77 MILLION | $.57M/ACRE

HOMESTEAD PARK
4.3 ACRES | $1.8 MILLION | $.42M/ACRE

REITER PARK
7.5 ACRES | $4.6 MILLION | $.66M/ACRE

CENTER LAKE PARK
7 ACRES | $6.5 MILLION | $.93M/ACRE







53Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL



54Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL
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Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL
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Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL





Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL
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Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL
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Crest Lake Park, Clearwater, FL76



CHECK IN QR CODE



For more information about the 
Florida Recreation and 
Park Association 
visit frpa.org

Thank You!

Chris Hite, FASLA, PLA
Kody Smith, PLA

Sheeba West, PLA
Contact: chite@dixhite.com

ksmith@dixhite.com
swest@dixhite.com
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